FAQs
What is Yakar? 
Some know Yakar as a vibrant Synagogue with a deep and intense davening experience; others are alumni of Yakars’ English speaking “Learning Community” program – an intimate, challenging, and inspiring environment for creative and authentic discovery within Judaism, many others have attended numerous events Yakar’s Center for Social Concern which focuses on burning issues facing Israel and the Jewish World today; and some know Yakar as an innovative center for Adult Education. Founded in London in 1978, in Jerusalem in 1992 and finally in Tel-Aviv in 2007 by Rabbi Dr Michael Rosen (may his memory be blessed), Yakar is a religious, educational and cultural center that strives to be a modern, liberal and traditional Jewish community.
What is the syllabus?
Yakar’s Learning Community offers a course of 3-4 half days of study, weekly. Students are exposed to a wealth of varying texts from across the ages, and concentrate on key existential issues. Among the subjects studied are: Mishnah, Talmud, Midrash, Halakha Hassidut, and Philosophy.
What “kind” of learning takes place in the Learning Community?    
Yakar’s year-long learning program (otherwise known as the “Learning Community”) is coed and is taught in English. Yakar is an Orthodox institution that demands from itself an open, sincere and authentic environment for spiritual growth within Jewish texts and Jewish tradition in a completely non-prescriptive way. 
Are there age cohorts? What are the accessibility levels?
The program welcomes adult students of all ages and diverse backgrounds. Source material is presented both in Hebrew and in English in order to challenge students while enabling maximum participation.
Who comes to the Learning Community?

Students have included rabbis of all streams of Judaism, educators, social workers, communal leaders, professional, business people, university graduates and others from around the world who are interested in strengthening their commitment through open-minded, intensive study and spiritual exploration. We believe that the diversity of student backgrounds, ages and levels of Jewish observance creates a special community and extraordinary learning environment. 
What is a typical day?

The Learning Community is designed intentionally as a half day program specifically so that students may pursue their respective interests and desires in the course of their stay in Jerusalem: work, ulpan, volunteer work, artistic activity and more.
A typical day starts at 8:45 with the singing of the Nishmat prayer and sharing a short personal thought/meditation, followed by 2 classes each 2 hrs long (9-11am and 11-1pm) with a 5-10 minute break in between classes. Each class is comprised of preparation time study in chavruta (classical partner-study style), approximately 45 minutes and a frontal component with group discussion of an hr plus. In recent years due to the time constraints of the students the schedule has included afternoons. 
How does the year flow?  
The Learning Community starts after Succot and continues to the end of May. The program is split into 2 semesters with a week’s vacation in between semesters. There is no class on traditional Fast Days, Purim or Pessach (including the week before Pessach). During the weeks of Elul (September) Yakar provides a special Elul program to prepare for the Yomim Noraim.
Who is on the staff?
Yakar has a small range of permanent teachers and a wide range of “affiliated”/ part-time teachers. This enables students to develop a relationship with the teacher and the material that is both personal and intimate without losing the wider picture. The full time faculty is comprised of Rebbetzin Gilla Rosen and Rabbi Shlomo Dov Rosen and Rabbi Chananel Rosen. Additional teachers include Elisha Mallard (Literature), Daniel Bush (Counseling), Dr Yuval Dolev (Philosophy), Dr Shai Vozner (Hebrew Law), activist Levi Lauer (Founder & Director of Atzum) and Dena Garber (Psychology).
Are there extra out-of-class activities (tiyulim, shabbatonim etc)?  
The Learning Community provides one shabbaton and one tiyul per semester. Additionally Yakar provides numerous ways for students to come in contact with the community and the wider context of Israeli society. Students are invited to: participate in Yakar's Hebrew-speaking Evening Beit Midrash (The "Kloyze") two evenings a week, attend Guest Lectures, play an active role in Yakar’s Center for Social Concern or Yakar’s Gallery. Additionally students are hosted for Shabbat meals by members of Yakar’s kehilla.
What are the tuition fees?
There is no application fee, however students are asked to pay tuition fees in advance at the beginning of each semester. Tuition fees are $3,000 for the entire year. This fee is based on 2008-9 academic year. Fees for 2009-10 are subject to change depending on size of group.
Are there scholarships?  
Nobody suitable for the program has ever been rejected due to lack of financial resources.  Though Yakar is unable to provide stipends, financial support is available for students with particular constraints and a way is found for them to support Yakar through their talents: events, internet work, publicity, community and more. Additionally please note that many Jewish Federations in the US provide partial and full scholarships for students coming to Israel for a year of study. 
Is there support for finding housing?  

Yakar is situated in Katamon a beautiful quiet suburb of south Jerusalem, a hub for student and singles activity. Students seeking help finding apartments and support on their arrival are connected with fellow-students by Yakar staff. Yakar also has an active bulletin board, visited by hundreds on Shabbatot, which serves as an ideal tool for publicity. 
Haven’t found the answer to your question? Answers aren’t good enough? 

Please contact Chananel Rosen at: chananelykr@gmail.com
